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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 1349 

EXDIS 

DEPT ALSO PASS USCINCEUR FOR POLAD AND SECDEF 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE 

SUBJECT: WHO MURDERED JUNBLATT? 

REF: DAMASCUS 1964 

1 . FOR LACK OF ANY RELIABLE EVIDENCE ONE WAY OR 
ANOTHER, WE HAVE NOT ENTERED INTO SPECULATION AS TO 
WHO MURDERED JUNBLATT. WE INCLINED TO DOUBT SYRIANS 
DID IT (ALTHOUGH THAT IS BY ALL ODDS THE MOST POPULAR 
LOCAL HYPOTHESIS) BECAUSE WE DO NOT BELIEVE IT IN 
SYRIAN INTEREST TO DESTABILIZE SITUATION HERE. 

WHOEVER DID IT MUST HAVE KNOWN THAT IT WOULD CAUSE 
DRAMATIC INCREASE IN TENSION, DEATH OF MANY INNOCENT 
PEOPLE, AND CALLS FOR AUGMENTATION OF ARAB 
SECURITY FORCES. ON OTHER HAND, WITH RAYMOND EDDE 
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IN PARIS, JUNBLATT WAS CERTAINLY LEADING OPPONENT OF 
SYRIAN MILITARY INTERVENTION IN LEBANON, AND HIS 
OPPOSITION COULD NOT HAVE BEEN PLEASING TO SYRIAN 
LEADERS. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND WALID JUNBLATT THINKS CHAMOUN 
DID IT, AND IS OUT TO GET HIM. CHAMOUN'S RATIONALE 
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PRESUMABLY WAS THAT TENSION WOULD INCREASE 
MOMENTUM TOWARDS PARTITION. ANYTHING IS POSSIBLE, 

BUT THIS TOO SEEMS FAR-FETCHED. 

3. OTHER LOCALLY MENTIONED POSSIBILITIES INCLUDE 
IRAQIS. LIBYANS. PALESTINIANS, ISRAELIS, CIA OR ANY OF A 
MULTITUDE OF PEOPLE WHO HAVE SWORN BLOOD VENGEANCE 
AGAINST JUNBLATT, INCLUDING DRUZE. I INCLINE TO THIS 
LAST HYPOTHESIS (DRUZE VENGEANCE) BUT CAN FIND NO 
ONE TO AGREE WITH ME. 

4. SEVERAL POINTS WORTH NOTING: 

A. WHOEVER DID IT WAS INFORMED OF JUNBLATT'S 
MOVEMENTS IN ADVANCE. INFO COULD HAVE COME VIA 
TELEPHONE MONITORING (WHICH IS WIDESPREAD AND 
RESULTS OF WHICH AVAILABLE TO SYRIANS, CHAMOUNISTS 
AND PALESTINIANS). FACT THAT HE COMING ALONG THAT 
PARTICULAR SECONDARY ROAD AT THAT TIME, HOWEVER, 
LIKELY TO HAVE BEEN KNOWN TO RELATIVELY FEW PEOPLE, 
AND IMPLICATION IS THAT SOMEONE WITHIN JUNBLATT'S 
HOUSEHOLD OR ENTOURAGE INVOLVED. THIS WOULD SUPPORT 
THESIS OF DRUZE VENGEANCE, BUT WOULD NOT EXCLUDE 
OTHER THESES, SINCE TRAITORS IN GOOD SUPPLY HERE. 

B. ASSASSINS PROBABLY HAD COOPERATION OF 
SOMEONE IN LOCALITY OF BAAKLINE, WHICH IS DRUZE 
VILLAGE. THEIR CAR WAS SEEN IN BAAKLINE BEFORE THE 
CRIME, AND IT WOULD HAVE BEEN DIFFICULT FOR THEM TO 
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MOUNT AN AMBUSH WITHOUT BEING SEEN BY SOMEONE FROM 
VILLAGE. OF ALL THE NON-DRUZE FACTIONS MENTIONED, 
CHAMOUNISTS PERHAPS IN BEST POSITION TO COOPT DRUZE 
IN SHUF. 

C. JUNBLATT HAD GREAT MANY ENEMIES, AMONG 
DRUZE AS WELL AS ELSEWHERE. HIS COUSIN, WIFE OF 

EMIR MAJID ARSLAN, LEADER OF YAZBEKI OR ANTI- JUNBLATT 
DRUZE, CLAIMS SHE WENT TO KAMAL SIZ WEEKS AGO AND GOT 
PROMISE OF CHECK FOR $50,000 AS CONTRIBUTION TO 
ORPHANAGE FOR DRUZE CHILDREN WHOSE PARENTS KILLED 
IN RECENT FIGHTING. EMIR MAJID COMMENTED ON THIS 
TO ME, "HE SHOULD CONTRIBUTE. MOST OF THE ORPHANS 
ARE HIS WORK." 

5. IDENTITY OF ASSASSINS MAY NEVER BE KNOWN. IN A 
SENSE IT IS IRRELEVANT. WHAT IS IMPORTANT NOW IS WHO 
DRUZE DECIDE WAS RESPONSIBLE. IF THEY HAVE PICKED 
CHAMOUN, HIS ACTUARIAL ODDS HAVE CHANGED STARKLY 
FOR THE WORSE. 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

PARKER 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLICE INVESTIGATIONS, DEATHS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 25-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977BEIRUT01349 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 05-0560 
Format: TEL 
From: BEIRUT 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770324/aaaaatxu.tel 

Line Count: 117 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: d39461b2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION SS 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 DAMASCUS 1964 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05-Nov-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3001843 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: WHO MURDERED JUNBLATT? 

TAGS: PFOR, SY, LE, (JUMBLATT, KAMAL) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/d39461b2-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



